THANK YOU FOR COMING
TO FAMILY FUN DAY

As a celebration of the partnership between the
Detroit Jewish News and Tamarack Camps over the
last 75 years, we’ve created this special edition.

A

few days ago, Arthur Horwitz,
Editor and Publisher of the
Detroit Jewish News, asked me
to do a bit of research in the William
Davidson Digital Archive of Jewish
Detroit History and see what I could find
about the Fresh Air Society and Tamarack
Camps. This is a perfect example of why
I really like being the Archivist for the
Jewish News Foundation. I get to learn
something new everyday, and I really have
some fun during the hunt for this new
information. Okay, okay. It may not be
the stuff of an Indiana Jones movie -- no
escapes from the bad guys and no car
chases -- but hey, that fictional character
never got to use the Davidson Archive, a
wonderful and comprehensive collection
of the history of Detroit Jews. This is an
adventure in and of itself.
There are over 300,000 pages from
Detroit Jewish Chronicle and Detroit
Jewish News in the Archive and a search
soon revealed that the Fresh Air Society
is mentioned 2,646 times, and Tamarack
Camps is specifically cited over 1,583
times. And, this does not include the
times it was mentioned in the past year.
In short, this means that, over the past
century the Fresh Air Society/Tamarack
Camps were in the local news a lot!
More than just the number of entries, it
is the content that matters. For example,
the first mention of the Fresh Air Society
was in the March 10, 1916 issue of the
Chronicle (the second issue ever published) noting that the Society would hold
another one of its “delightful dances” and
described the same. Three months later,
a headline in the Chronicle stated “Fresh
Air Camp for Jewish Kiddies to be Opened
Soon.” And, if you would like to see a few
scenes from this original Camp, see the
front page of the August 11, 1916 issue of
the Chronicle (see page 3).
Speaking of scenes from the camps, to
see modern images of Tamarack Camps –
maybe photos of you or your kids? – read
the November 26, 2015 issue of the JN. Or,
for a very fine story of Tamarack Camps
on its 110th Anniversary, check out the
August 30, 2012 issue of the JN. In the
April 13, 2006 JN, there is even a story of a
romance that began at Tamarack. I could
go on and on.
The Fresh Air Society and Tamarack
Camps are Jewish Detroit institutions
that have lasted over 100 years. But, the
main point is this: the story is a tale of
people, those who formed, supported
and nurtured the Society, and all of you
who went to the Camps. The pages of the
Davidson Archive are rich with the history of the Fresh Air Society and Tamarack
Camps, as well as the history of Jews in
the Motor City. It is a wonderful story and
the Davidson Archive is preserving this
history for the community, now and in
the future.
Mike Smith, Archivist,
Detroit Jewish News Foundation

115 Years of Fresh Air!
I
n 1902, two Detroit women, Blanche
Hart and Ida Kopple, decided to give
back to the community by taking
Russian and Eastern European immigrant
children to Belle Isle for day trips during
the hot summer months. They saw these
excursions as a good way to help get these
kids out of the city and give them some
much needed fresh air. Unbeknownst
to them, those kids were the very first
campers of The Fresh Air Society. Officially
organized in 1904, the mission of the Fresh
Air Society was to “take deserving kids for
day outings during the hot months” and “to
furnish milk and ice or food to the needy
or sick.”
For the first twenty years, Hart and
Kopple bought small homes, just outside
the city of Detroit for overnight camping
experiences. In the summer of 1922, the
camp moved to Blaine Lake in Brighton,
Michigan, and by 1924, there were 541
campers. Eleven percent of campers were
undernourished. With support coming from

various Jewish Community Funds and
individual donors, new bunkhouses and
bathhouses were constructed and many
additional children who could not afford
camp were able to attend.
Much like today, programming included
arts and crafts, swimming, canoeing,
hiking, picnics, and drama. And while
the children all came from different
backgrounds, they were all Jewish and
Shabbat was always observed.
In 1950, a second location was
purchased in Ortonville, Michigan. In
1953, the first village—DeRoy Village—
opened. The new campus continued
to be developed, with self-contained
villages connected by a dirt road. Some
years later, two teen outpost camps were
established—Camp Kennedy in the Upper
Peninsula and Agree Outpost Camp in
Ontario, Canada. Additionally, trips to the
Western United States, Alaska, and Israel
all became part of the iconic Tamarack
Camps program.

Today, 115 years later, Tamarack Camps
remains stronger than ever. With vigor and
passion, we are driven to build a vibrant
community by providing enriching Jewish
camping experiences for children and
families, respectful of financial ability.
Tamarack Camps, with its foundation of
five generations of campers and staff is
very much in the vanguard at this rebirth of
Detroit and its stronger-than-ever Jewish
community.
To honor its history and our community,
every year before camp begins, we
celebrate Family Fun Day. It’s a day
where all of camp is open to families in
our community who want to continue the
tradition of “taking in some fresh air” on a
hot summer day.
Thank you, Detroit Jewish News and
Detroit Jewish News Foundation for the
opportunity to capture Tamarack Camps’
115-year history, and to honor your 75th!
Steve Engel,
CEO, Tamarack Camps

Four Generations
of Tamarack Camps
December 29, 1950

W

hen you hear the
term la’dor va’dor,
the Hebrew saying
that signifies from generation
to generation, summer camp
might not be the first thing that
comes to mind. But the truth
is that Tamarack Camps and
the families who have attended
Tamarack for years and years,
truly embody la’dor va’dor.
For 115 summers, Jewish children with varying degrees financial abilities have had the opportunity to attend summer camp
thanks to the Fresh Air Society,
known more commonly today,
as Tamarack Camps. Its mission
is to build a vibrant community
by providing enriching Jewish
camping experiences for chil-

Donna and Mickey Maddin

dren and families, respectful of
financial ability.
For one family, their history
spans almost the entire lifespan
of camp—Donna and Michael
Maddin. And their story starts
four generations ago, even
before them.
Esther and Milton Maddin,
parents of Michael, each attended camp. Milton, as a camper,
sometime around 1910 at Belle
Isle; and Esther worked as a
counselor in the 1930s, while
her sister was a camper there.
Esther received payment in
script. When Esther and Milton
married, their love of camp did
not wane.
Both believed strongly in the
importance of nature, camping,
continued on next page
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Maddin Family
Esther and Francis
Lowenberg
(r). an educator.
worked at camp as a
counselor during the
mid 1930s. Like others
during the depression,
the young woman was
paid in script rather than
cash. In 1939, Esther
married Milton Maddin,
once a camper himself.
The couple became
deeply involved in Fresh
Air Camp, Milton serving
as president at both the
Fresh Air Society and
Tamarack Hills Authority
during the 1950s. Their
son, Michael, became
one of the camp’s most
generous benefactors and
was board president in
the 1980s.

continued from page 1

family and Judaism. Michael remembers
many summers of camping up north
and hiking through the woods with his
family. Both his parents instilled in him a
strong appreciation for the outdoors at a
very young age.
In fact, Milton Maddin became a
founding member of the Tamarack Hills
Authority and he served as present of the
Fresh Air Society in the 1950s.
So, it was only natural that when
Michael married Donna, a Tamarack
Camps alumnus herself, their love for the
outdoors and camping was present in
the next generation of Maddin children.
La’dor Va’dor.
Their children attended Tamarack
Camps in the ‘80s and ‘90s. And just like
Michael learned from his father Milton,
Michael’s children saw a strong connection to camp as well. Donna served on
the agency’s board of directors for many
years. And, Michael served as president
from 1983 to 1985. Both continue to be
active participants in board initiatives to
this day. Most recently, Michael started
the memories project, collecting pictures and videos from the 1920s to the
1980s to help preserve the many years
of camp memories. The camp museum
built a few years ago now holds many of
the precious gems that Michael helped
gather.
Donna and Michael attend BubbieZaydie Family Camp with their four
grandchildren. They couldn’t be more
proud to claim that three out of their
four grandchildren will attend Tamarack

Donna & Mickey Maddin and grandchildren
at Tamarack Camp

Camps this summer. (The fourth isn’t
old enough, just yet.) According to
Donna, “it’s been fun to see how much
camp has changed and yet stayed the
same. One thing that’s stayed the same
is the very positive effect camp has had
our family, my kids and now my grandchildren.”
It’s difficult to truly tell how much
Tamarack Camps has been affected by
the Maddins and likewise it’s just as
hard to measure how the generations of
Maddins have been affected by camp.
Their work as lay leaders and their generosity have helped camp thrive. But,
camp’s effect on them has also touched
their lives and created a bond that links

the generations of their family
together in the most inextricable way.
La’dor Va’dor.
As Michael said, “Tamarack Camps is
a community asset that everyone should
support. For as long as camp has existed,
it has connected people of all ages, backgrounds, and financially abilities. It’s
bonded grandparents and grandchildren,
families and community members with
each other. All in a casual, yet beautiful
environment. Simply put, those that participate in camp are better off in life than
those who don’t.”
It’s often said that la’dor vador
embodies the notion that all endings

engender new beginnings. There’s never
been a more true statement said about
Tamarack Camps. It never ends because
it stays in the hearts of the families who
love camp and goes on and on and on.
And while, sadly, we cannot be campers
forever, we can do the next best thing,
and pass on the gift of Tamarack to the
new campers.
The Maddins and countless others
share the story of camp among multiple
generations. Grateful for their support
and the support of the community,
Tamarack Camps hopes to continue the
tradition of la’dor va’dor, of new beginnings, for as long as possible. •

Tracy Aronoff,
Director, Marketing and Communications, Tamarack Camps
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The Maiseloffs & Tamarack Camps
ELLEN MAISELOFF:
My summer at Tamarack has had a great
impact on our families’ lives and mine, both
personally and professionally. Having selected
special education as my major at Michigan
State University, I would look for summer camp
experiences where I could work with children with
learning and/or behavioral challenges. My plan
was to help these children have enriching and
engaging camp experiences, encourage and help
them strive to overcome challenges, and make
new friends. It was also my hope to strengthen
my ability to interact and connect with children,
hoping to confirm for myself that my passion for
working with children with diverse challenges
was the right profession for me. That summer, at
Brighton, in Pioneer, I learned that one session
was being designed for children with emotional
challenges, which was led by Gerry Levin, from
Orchards Children’s Services and his staff who
provided training to the counselors. I was very
impressed with the training, and still talk about
some of the strategies and how valuable my
camp experiences are with my family, friends
and colleagues today. After this summer, I knew
special needs education was definitely my
passion. I was also able to have a great summer
camp experience, make new friends, meet David,
and be a part of a camp that in Ortonville, our
children Jennifer, Stephen and Alyssa attended
with their Hillel Day School friends. It is also a
thrill and heartwarming to watch Alyssa, who had
such enriched and valuable camp experiences
later contribute so much of her passion as part of
the Tamarack staff, in later years. I also have to
mention the joy, love and happiness David and I
felt when our son in law, Sam, proposed to Alyssa
at camp, with both of our families watching and
celebrating, so that they both share wonderful
memories of a place so dear to our family. I am so
happy and proud to be alumni of Tamarack.

In their own words

Maiseloff as Tamarack Camp Staff

Ellen, David and daughter Alyssa at Camp Maas

DAVID MAISELOFF:
My first experience as a camper at Tamarack was when I
was ten-years old. Looking forward to playing softball in the
summer, when my mother sent me to camp, she told me
that I would play softball every day at camp. It wasn’t true as
a camper, but when I was Staff, the campers watched and
cheered the Brighton vs. Ortonville softball games.
My proudest memory as a staff was as Dorm 4 Supervisor.
I wanted to make camp a special place and have camp mean
something special to the campers; a place to go with friends
and where you were not alone. I wanted to encourage and help
campers be comfortable and participate more in camp activities.
The staff and campers with the help of the maintenance staff
created a path which led to a cleared out camping area in the

middle of the trees, behind Dorm 4 where tents were built.
The boys could learn to enjoy camping, sleeping in tents and
cooking out. We had a slogan, flag and camp song, “when I am
lost and all alone, I’ll go to Camp Euphoria...” The campsite
was called Camp Euphoria spelled; EU IV IA, (Roman Numeral
IV). The title was chosen so it was an uplifting, happy place.
Over the years, I still hear from or run into some of my campers
or staff friends and we talk about our camp experiences and the
skits we made for the counselors. This was also the summer
that I met my wife, Ellen, and saw that we had in common our
interest in special education. Later as a clinical social worker, I
was able to look back on my experiences at camp and see how
it motivated and prepared me to work with children and their
families.

Fresh Air Society & Tamarack Camps Through The Years:
The JN’s Davidson Archive captures its campers, its history and its strength of community
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Collaborations,
Special Section, Gala
Marking JN 75th Anniversary

P

Look for these Top Stories that appear and will be appearing on the Detroit
Jewish News Foundation website www.djnfoundation.org over the next year:
1. 50th anniversary of the shooting of Rabbi Adler
2. Soviet Emigration
3. 75th Anniversary of the DJN
4. 50th Anniversary of the Six Day War and the Founding of the State of
Israel
5. 50th Anniversary of the ‘67 Riots in Detroit
6. Survivors of the Holocaust and their resettlement in the US &
Phil Slomovitz’s coverage of the Eichman Trial Nuremburg
7. WWII – Jewish involvement and War Vets
8. Holocaust – liberation of Auschwitz
9. Demographic Trends of the Jewish community over the past 75 years and
the future of the DJN

www.djnfoundation.org

artnering with Tamarack
Camps on Family Fun Day
is one of many ways the
Jewish News and the independent,
non-profit Detroit Jewish News
Foundation, are celebrating the JN’s
75 years of service to the Detroit
Jewish community.
From its very first edition,
published on March 27, 1942, the
Jewish News has strived to be a
strong, trusted voice committed to
informing, educating, connecting and
advancing our Jewish and general
communities. Today, almost 4,000
editions and 300,000 pages later –
augmented by tens of thousands of
views of our digital editions, social
media posts and websites – the JN
continues to adapt to meet your
changing needs while serving as a
glue that binds us together regardless
of socioeconomic status or religious
background. It seamlessly links our
past and present with our future.
Considerable content for this
Family Fun Day publication –
produced in print and digital formats
– is drawn from the Jewish News
Foundation’s William Davidson
Digital Archive of Jewish Detroit
History. The archive includes the
predecessor publication to the
Jewish News- the Jewish Chronicleproviding more than 100 consecutive
years of fast, free and easily searchable
information about Fresh Air Society,
Tamarack Camps, and YOU! Try it at
www.djnfoundation.org.
In addition to Family Fun Day,

To celebrate the 75th
anniversary of the
Detroit Jewish News, be
on the lookout for a
commemorative issue in July
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here is a sampling of upcoming 75th
anniversary related activities, events
and initiatives:
• A totally revamped JN website to be
launched in July, designed and built
by the same company that brought
OnStar to our cars;
• A July special keepsake edition of
the JN loaded with fun, interesting
and thoughtful content;
• A celebratory – and unique - 75th
anniversary event;
• Announcement of a collaboration
between the JN, the Jewish News
Foundation and the University
of Michigan for the contents of
the Jewish News Foundation’s
digital archive to be accessible in
perpetuity through the university’s
Bentley Historical Library;
• A series of ‘listening sessions’
intended to identify future needs of
our Jewish and general communities
and out-of-the-box ways the JN can
address them
We’d love to keep you informed
about these, and other, activities
of the JN and the Jewish News
Foundation during – and following –
the 75th anniversary year. Interested
in receiving our e-newsletter and
periodic updates? Just send us an
e-mail and we will do the rest at
tgoldberg@djnfoundation.org.
Meanwhile, as we celebrate the JN’s
75th anniversary, please also reflect on
– and appreciate - the long-standing
and continuing role Fresh Air Society
and Tamarack Camps have played in
strengthening our community. •
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For 115 years, Tamarack Camps
has been building a vibrant Jewish
community by providing enriching
Jewish camping experiences for
children and families, respectful of
financial abillity.
The summer of 2017 starts
tomorrow! And, because of many
generous community members, like
you, we are able to fulfill our mission
and send over 1,000 children to
camp this summer.
It’s with our most sincere gratitude
that we thank you for joining us this
Family Fun Day!
We look forward to a happy
and healthy summer.
tamarackcamps.com
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