U.S. State Department Insists No Policy Exists
for Excluding Jews From Posts in Arab Lands
WASHINGTON (JTA) — A report that the American Jewish
Congress protested to Secretary
of State Dean Rusk against the
practice of excluding Jews from
diplomatic posts in Arab countries,
Monday elicited a reply by Robert
McCloskey, State Department
spokesman, that the department
has no such policy.
The American Jewish Congress
Sunday called on Rusk to repudiate
the "ugly practice" of excluding
Jews from diplomatic posts in Arab
countries.
Dr. Joachim Prinz, president of
the Congress, voiced "dismay and
disbelief" at a written explanation
of State Department policy on overseas assignments by Assistant Secretary of State Douglas MacArthur
II.
McCloskey told a press confer. ence that although some foreign
nations might not accept American Jews, there was "no discrimination per se" practiced
by the State Department. He
said that the department could
not explain — in view of federal
executive orders against listing
of religious background' of U.S.
employes — how the secretary
of state determined the identity
of Jews in making assignments
to Arab states.
He was asked about a case last
year in which Secretary of State

Dean Rusk ordered subordinates
to determine whether Malta would
object to a U. S. ambassador of
Jewish faith. Malta did not object.
Ambassador George J. Feldman
was assigned to that post.
McCloskey indicated he had no
knowledge of that specific episode
but that this government felt it
necessary to obtain prior agreement on persons considered for
assignment.
He denied reports that the State
Department has in the past not
assigned U.S. foreign service officers of Jewish faith to Israel.
He stressed that the U.S. governmtnt did not believe that acceding
to wishes of other nations on U.S.
personnel — in terms of the American's personal background — was
tantamount to a policy of discrimination by the United States.
At the conference, the quotation
by MacArthur was cited. MacArthur had written Rep. Richard
S. Schweiker, Pennsylvania Republican, that "while the United States
does not normally take into account the religion of its employes
in assigning them for duty abroad,
this is regrettably a factor which
cannot be ignored in the case of
certain countries whose policies in
this respect we cannot control,
however much we disagree with
them."
McCloskey said he would have

Bnai Brith Parley on Adult Education
Pays Tribute to Founder, Dr. Adler
(Direct JTA Teletype Wire
to The Jewish News)

NEW YORK—The present generation of Jewish adults in this
country, native and college-educated, is "increasingly reachable" for
involvement in study programs of
Judaism and Jewish life, it was
established at the two-day National Bnai Brith Conference on Adult
Jewish Education, which concluded its sessions here Monday.
More than 200 participants, including representatives of Jewish
religious and secular groups, attended the parley.
However, it was also emphasized
at the conference that "the lack
of cohesion" in Jewish educational
activity is limiting the opportunities for "mature learning on a
communitywide level." Speakers
pointed out that Jewish
J
community
life is "overinstitutionalized" and
weakened by competitive organizational loyalties and that it fails to
pool and focus its educational resources on developing a more creative contemporary Jewish culture.
The conference, planned several months ago, became a memorial tribute to its originator—
the late Rabbi Morris Adler of
Detroit—who was to have been
a major speaker at the conference.
The commission curtailed its
business sessions except to act unanimously on a recommendation
that had been presented by Rabbi
Adler for the election of Dr. Harold
Weisberg, dean of the graduate
school of arts and sciences at Brandeis University, as commission
chairman.
Dr. Weisberg, a conference
speaker, deplored the tendency of
American Jewry to express its
Jewishness through an "organizational culture," in which a dominant loyalty to the institution substitutes for a culture that requires
"no underpinning of ideology, no
conscious campaigns for continuity, no organized program for survival."
The role of the American Jewish
community, he said, should be
that of "a creative minority in a
pluralistic America, rather than a
minority conforming culturally to
the democratic majority."
Elie Wiesel, prominent Jewish
author who survived the horrors
of Auschwitz to write of the Nazi
holocaust and its effect on his
people, was presented the Bnai
Brith Jewish Heritage Award
here Monday.

Wiesel is the first recipient of
the award, a $1,000 literary prike
given annually to the writer who
"makes a positive contribution to
contemporary literature by his authentic interpretation of Jewish life
and values."
The presentation was . made by
Dr. Louis Kaplan, president of Baltimore Hebrew College. In accepting the award, Wiesel said that
Jewish literature today cannot be
written unless justified against two
criteria — the holocaust and the
creation of Israel.
"What is lacking in modern Jewish literature or literature by or
about Jews is any intensity or even
awareness of these criteria," Wiesel said. "Today's self-hating Jewish writers are alienated from
Judaism because of their lack of
understanding of either in their
existence as Jews," he said, and
as a result "their books are not
Jewish."
Wiesel is the author of "Night,"
"Dawn," "The Accident," and
"The Town Beyond the Wall." His
fifth novel, "Gates of the Forest,"
will be published by Holt, Rinehart
and Winston in May.

`Drop Over to Jordan
and Get a Cup of Sugar'
TEL AVIV (ZINS)—The extent to
which certain individual American
Jews are unaware of Israel's relationships with the Arab countries
is described in a number of incidents reported in the Israeli press.
The afternoon paper "Maariv"
relates the story of a New York
tourist who recently arrived in Israel wearing heavy ski shoes and
outfitted with a wide variety of ski
equipment.
When he was informed of Israel's
subtropical climate he replied that
in that case he will ski on the snows
of Mt. Harmon. When he was advised that the Harmon mountain is
located in a neighboring Arab country, he replied that he plans to
cross the border daily for this purpose.
The Israeli press cites another
case involving a woman from
Brooklyn. Since her daughter is being courted by a young Arab from
Jordan she asked a relative in Israel to cross over into Jordan to
ascertain the lineage of the young
man.

THE DETROIT JEWISH NEWS
Friday, March 18, 1966-5

to confirm the authenticity of the
quotation. Rep. Schweiker later
displayed the signed letter by MacArthur containing the quotation
cited.
State Department sources meanwhile revealed that Rusk makes
"informal inquiries" either directly
to prospective appointees or to
their colleagues when considering
assignments to diplomatic posts
where Jews might be unwelcome.
In New York, The American
Jewish Committee asked Rusk
to make "vigorous representations" to the government of Lebanon against its continuing discriminatory policy which Sunday
resulted in the barring of
Andrew Go o dma n, AJC vice
president, and his wife, from
entry into Lebanon despite their
possession of an American passport and a valid Lebanese visa.
Goodman, president of Bergdorf
Goodman department store in New
York, was barred along with Mrs.
Goodman from entering Lebanon
because he is on an Arab blacklist of persons active in support
of fund-raising for Israel. The two
were held at the Beirut airport
for more than five hours. Goodman is active on behalf of the
United Jewish Appeal and the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies
of Greater New York.
Dr. John Slawson, executive
vice president of the American
Jewish Committee, in his appeal
to Secretary Rusk, said:
"Mr. Goodman is a vice president
of the American Jewish Committee
and he and his wife are active in
many civic and philanthropic
causes. The arbitary revocation by
the Lebanese government of their
permission to enter that country
as tourists, is more than a curtailment of American citizens' right of
travel for irrelevant and unacceptable reason. By reaffirming a
policy that undermines the integrity and the equality of United
States citizenship, the Lebanese
action is an affront to the dignity
of the United States and contrary
to our fundamental democratic
principles.
"This latest incident reinforces
our deep belief — as most recently
expressed in our communication of
last January — 'that the time has
come for the United States government to take effective action to
insist upon the final obliteration
of these remaining intolerable
distinctions made among our citizens' by certain Arab states.' "

Danish Jews Give Torahs to Israel
(Direct JTA Teletype Wire

to The Jewish News)
COPENHAGEN — Ten Torah
scrolls were handed over at Copenhagen's main synagogue Wednesday to Yaacov Hess, charge d'affairs of the Israel embassy here,
as a gift to the Israeli army from
the Jewish community of Denmark.

The synagogue's associate rabbi,
Rabbi Ben Melchior, presided over
the ceremony. The gift to the
Israeli army resulted from an appeal made here a month ago by
Israel's deputy chief chaplain,
Rabbi Peron who said that the
Israeli army suffers from a shortage of Torah scrolls.

DINETTES BY ALANCO
Exclusive styles with distinction, beauty and quality. Visit our display
room and pick your ideal dinette for Purim or Passover from such famous
names as DAYSTROM.

DAYSTROM 42" Round Table
17" Leave-4 Swivel Choirs
Reg. Price, $243.95
OUR
PRICE •

$17995

We Re-Upholster Chairs

$395
and up

Please bring 1 chair
for estimate.

I Ilustarted at Left

DAYSTROM TABLE-35"x50"
(Opens to 70")

2 Leaves — 6 Chairs
Reg. Price $149.95
OUR
PRICE

1 09 95

ALANCO CHROME CHAIR, Inc.

13214 FENKELL Birig 2;:r!

Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sat. to 6; Mon., Fri. to 8 p.m.

272-3578

Spectacular Carpet Value
501 atgont

ny lon

WITH A BONDED
FACTORY

15

,TVEARR
GUARANTEE

COMPLETELY INSTALLED
INCLUDING $888
FOAM RUBBER
Sq. Yd.
PADDING

New York Carpet Co.
7324 W. 7 Mile Rd. nr. Livernois
UN 1 -7980
Open 'til 9 Mon., Thurs., Fri.

SPITIER IS BACK FROM ISRAEL
WITH FINE PERSONALLY SELECTED

PASSOVER MERCHANDISE!
PATINA and BRASS

PASSOVER TRAY
9 1/2" Diameter
(5 different styles
to choose from)

Reg. 1199
$3.95

PATINA

KIDDUSH
CUPS
Reg. $3.95
$195

While Quantity Lasts!

MAKE SPITZER'S HEADQUARTERS FOR
ALL YOUR PASSOVER NEEDS!

SPITZER'S HEBREW BOOK & GIFT CENTER
24900 COOLIDGE Cor. 10 Mile Rd.

IN THE DEXTER DAVISON SHOPPING PLAZA
OPEN SATURDAY NIGHT AND ALL DAY SUNDAY

542-7520-1

