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Entire Community Prays for Rabbi Adler's Speedy Recovery 
(Continued from Page 12) 

ing of confidence on the part of a 
Man who knew the boy's case, who 
had faith that he could instill a 
sense of reason and realism in the 
boy. It proved a wrong conjec-
ture. • 

When he asked those with him 
on the bimah to leave them alone, 
Rabbi Adler also had the Bar 
Mitzvah take his seat with his par-
ents off the bimah. 

Among the first person to get 
on the bimah and to assist the 
doctors in aiding the rabbi and his 
assailant was Eugene Merkow. 

Jacob Epel, the synagogue's 
shammes, was on vacation and 
was called back to the city on 
Monday. 

There were consistent signs of 
compassion toward the family of 
Richard Wishnetsky. Rabbis, lay-
men, community personalities of 
note, officers of Shaarey Zedek, 
visited, with the family at New 
Providence Hospital while awaiting 
the fate of the boy. It was a com-
munity of compassion that con-
trasted with both the words and 
the dramatic and spectacular act 
of a young man who may have had 
delusions of grandeur in his reli-
gious involvements. 

Relatives of both families began 
to arrive. Rabbi Adler's brother, 
a restaurateur, came froth New 
York. Richard's grandparents and 
an uncle arrived from the Bronx. 
Relatives who had left for Florida 
only a day before the shooting 
immediately returned to Detroit to 
be with Richard's family. 

It was a total negation of the 
charges of hypocrisy leveled at the 
Jewish communities by the assai-
lant. Rabbi Adler's associate rabbi, 
Rabbi Irwin Groner, who was at 
Camp Tamarack for a week-end at 
the annual Shaarey Zedek Kibbutz 
upon his return to the city and 
after visiting with Mrs. Adler, went 
to Providence Hospital to express 
his compassion to the boy's family. 
This has been a routine, and neith- 

It's mechayehdige!" 
Chef Boy-Ar-Dee could have 
used the Italian superlative, 
"buonissimo", to describe the 
flavor of his Marinara Sauce 
but decided that "mechayeh-
dige" would make you hun-
grier for a taste of it. 

CHEF BOY-AR-DEE6  
Marinara Sauce 

It's an all purpose sauce for 
turning ordinary dishes into a 
feast of real Italian flavor—
for fish, stews, omelet, spa-
ghetti, rice and macaroni 
dishes. Rich puree of tomato, 
olive oil, onions and herbs, 
slowly simmered for perfect 
taste. Keep plenty on hand. 

er the community nor the newspa-
pers nor the congregation treated 
the matter with anything but kind-
ness and compassion. 

The horrifying evidence of the 
tragic occurrence was the blood-
stained tallith, Rabbi Adler's yar-
mulka with a bullet hole, the floor 
drenched in blood. 

Some 150 guests from communi-
ty churches were in attendance 
at the service. 

* * * 

The young man's torment, 
which has aroused the interest 
of the entire world, has disturbed 
many people. Officials of the 
University of Michigan and the 
University of Detroit expressed 
their sympathies to the family. 
Prof. William Haber, dean of 
the U. of M. College of Litera-
ture, Science and the Arts, made 
an interesting statement to the 
editor of The Jewish News, 
incorporated in the Purely Com-
mentary column in this issue. 
Wishnetsky's unhappiness is ev-

ident in the letters and state- .  
ments that were found at the 
Strathmore Hotel on West Alex-
andrine, where he had registered 
for Friday night, apparently pre-
paratory to committing his des- 

Photo shows Rabbi and Mrs. 
Adler on the tenth • anniversary 
of Rabbi Adler's ministry at the 
Shaarey • Zedek. 

perate act. One of these state-
ments may have been intended as 
an ex post facto — to explain his 
intended deed after its occur-
rence, for in it he wrote: 

"Since I feel that I am no 
longer able to make any significant 
creative contributions, I shall make 
a destructive one. What happened 
in Shaarey Zedek happens only 
once in a lifetime — it occurs in 
Vietnam, it occurs every day — the 
slaughtering of the innocent, ex-
cept that the Vietnamese are real-
ly innocent. . ." 

A copyrighted article in Tues-
day's Detroit Free Press made pub-
lic a long statement that was writ-
ten by Wishnetsky in which he 
imagined himself as a savior, as a 
fighter "for a better world" and as 
the assassin of U.S. Secretary of 
Defense Robert McNamara, who, he 
wrote, "symbolizes that which I 
despise — the business mentality 
which is more concerned with ma-
terial matters than with human 
matters." 

* * 
In the communities of world 

Jewry there was so much sadness, 
that the news of what had tran-
spired in the Shaarey Zedek over-
shadowed all of the grim world 
events. 

Mrs. Adler was the bravest of 
all, retaining faith, refusing to be-
lieve the worst, insisting her hus-
band will be well, conforting oth-
ers. 

Mrs. Adler, optimistic, having 
faith in her husband's recovery, 
was thinking of the sick boy who 
did the shooting and his parents. 
During the turmoil in the syna-
gogue, she went to Evelyn Wishnet-
sky to comfort her, just before she 
accompanied her husband to the 
hospital in an ambulance. 

During the day, Mrs. Adler sent 

a note to Mrs. Wishnetsky, at 
Providence Hospital, where her 
family was gathered awaiting news 
about her son's state of health. 
Mrs. Adler's message to the mother 
of her husband's assailant was 
that "I am most concerned for 
you," informing her that "the rab-
bi is holding his own." After the 
Wishnetsky funeral, Mrs. Adler 
sent a message of condolence to 
the family. 

The doctors had-  given up hope 
for Richard's recovery from the 
very beginning. 

When he was rushed to Sinai 
Hospital Louis Berry, president of 
the congregation, and Mrs. Adler 
were with the rabbi in the ambu-
lance. 

Dr. Teitelbaum, who also is a 
member of Shaarey Zedek, was in 
attendance from the very first. 

Sinai Hospital experienced a 
record number of calls during the 
crucial days. There were scores of 
calls from every part of the coun-
try and from overseas inquiring 
about the rabbi's welfare. 

Sinai Hospital administrator 
Sydney Peimer was highly com-
mended by attending physicians, 
staff and family for the manner 
in which -reports on the rabbi's 
condition were handled. He was 
particularly noted for the clarity 
of his statements, which kept the 
community aware of Rabbi 
Adler's condition. 
A statement expressing hope for 

Rabbi Adler's speedy recovery and 
paying tribute to the man he had 
befriended in the course of many 
years of joint communal efforts 
was issued by Governor George 
Romney. The governor said in 
Lansing Saturday night: 

"Rabbi Adler has dedicated 
his life to the service of his 
people and all the people of 
Michigan. My wife and I join 
all our citizens in praying for 
his fast and complete recovery." 
Mayor Jerome Cavanagh and 

Emil Mazey, secretary of the UAW 
of Michigan, issued calls for peo-
ple of all faiths to pray for Rabbi 
Adler's recovery. 

Messages praying for Rabbi 
Adler's recovery are pouring in 
from all parts of the globe, includ-
ing Israel, the Orient where he 
served as the first Jewish chaplain 
in Japan during World War II, 
England, France, Canada and 
scores of American cities. 

Archbishop John F. Dearden, 
the Roman Catholic prelate in 
Detroit, added to the messages of 
hope and prayer with this state-
ment: "I was profoundly shocked 
by the tragic news," he wrote in 
a telegram to Congregation 
Shaarey Zedek. "In my personal 
esteem for him I will especially 
remember him in my prayers 
that this dedicated life will not 
be lost to the community." 
His assailant's act came out of a 

confusion that was part of his 
mental illness. Two years ago he 
underwent mental tests at Receiv-
ing Hospital. He was in a mental 
private hospital and later was 
transferred to the Ypsilanti State 
Hospital. He rebelled, was releas-
ed, began an activity of giving 
religious lectures at Wayne State 
University and said he was teach-
ing in local schools on a temporary 
basis, yet there is no record of it 
in Board of Education files. 

But there is no doubt about his 
having been an honor student. He 

Brandeis $100,000 Gift to Aid 
Students in Judaic Studies 

WALTHAM (JTA)—Michael Saf-
ran and his wife May, of Lynn, 
have established a major scholar-
ship fund at Brandeis University 
with a $100,000 gift, it was an-
nounced here today. Founded in 
memory of their parents, Jacob 
and Fannie Safran and David S. 
and Agnes Lowenthal Greenbaum, 
the scholarship will be used to pro-
vide assistance to gifted and needy 
students concentrating in Judaic 
studies. 
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was graduated from the University 
of Michigan in 1964 with Phi Beta 
Kappa honors and received a 
coveted Woodrow Wilson Fellow-
ship. Then he chose the University 
of Detroit for a post-graduate 
course on a high scholarship and 
interested himself in comparative 
religion. 

He became so involved that, 
several months ago, long past 
midnight, he visited the promi-
nent Lubavitcher Rebbe in Brook-
lyn who then advised him to study 
Judaism, to learn the tenets of 
his own faith, before becoming in-
volved in comparative religion. 

Milan Wineries, Detroit, Mich. 	d  

"Wait with that until you are 50," 
the Brooklyn rabbi advised him. 
It was learned this week that 
Wishnetsky willed whatever funds 
he posessed to the Jewish National 
Fund and the Lubavitcher Chabad. 

He is survived by his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Wishnetsky 
of Lincolnshire Rd.; two sisters, 
Terry and Ellen; .his maternal 
grandmother, Mrs. William Hordes, 
and paternal grandparents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wishnetsky of the Bronx. 
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